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ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON YOUTH AFFAIRS

This briefing note sets out the Labour Party’s policies for the 2015 General Election on a number of issues relevant to young people.

HOUSING

The Labour Party will:

· Double the number of first time buyers getting onto the housing ladder a year.
· Make it easier for young people to buy a house in their area by giving local first-time buyers priority on new homes in housing growth areas
· Introduce 3 year tenancy agreements.
· Limit the amount rents can rise each year and ban letting agent fees.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The Labour Party will:

· Ensure every young person will undertake a work experience placement at school.
· Introduce sex and relationships education in schools.
· Ensure all young people will learn maths and English to 18.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Introduce a new gold standard technical baccalaureate in schools for 16-19 year olds to provide a high status and clear vocational route through education. The Tech Bacc will include quality level 3 vocational qualifications accredited by employers and a work placement.
· Ensure that young people who don't have the skills they need to work are supported into training rather than benefits with a youth allowance that allows them to get the skills they need.
· Introduce a universal gold standard for apprenticeships so we move towards a system where all apprenticeships are level 3 qualifications, last at least two years and are focused on job entrant’s not existing employees.
· Introduce new high level Technical Degrees to provide a gold standard destination for those wishing to specialise in vocational skills, giving them a clear line of sight from 14 through to a career.

JOBS AND PAY

The Labour Party will: 

· Introduce a compulsory jobs guarantee that will ensure any young person who has been unemployed for a year or more will be guaranteed a job.
· Require all firms that wish to get a major government contract to offer apprenticeships.
· Halve the number of people on low pay by raising the minimum wage to £8 per hour by 2020.
· Introduce a new 10p starting rate of tax.
· Introduce the right to demand a fixed-hours contract when people have worked regular hours over six months with the same employer, or the right to receive a fixed-hours contract automatically when they have worked regular hours over a year unless they decide to opt out.
· Ban zero-hours contracts and unpaid internships that last longer than 4 weeks.

DEMOCRACY

The Labour Party will: 

· Give young people the vote at 16.

NEXT MEETINGS

The All Party Parliamentary Group on Youth Affairs is holding the two other meetings as part of this series.

· Liberal Democrat policy: Tuesday 24th February 2015, 5pm – 7pm 
· Conservative policy: Tuesday 17th March, 5pm – 7pm

To register, please email youthaffairsappg@connectpa.co.uk to register, spaces strictly limited to 3 per organisation and priority should be given to young people when allocating spaces.
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